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Repression is usually regarded as a consequence of the Civil War and the violence which the conflict aroused on
both sides. But Santiago Vega Sombría now offers us a new and very different point of view.
He is not dealing here only with the deaths, the executions and assassinations used between 1936 and 1975 to
paralyse the opposition with terror, but examining as a whole all the different ways in which a policy of fear aimed at
securing submission was imposed: the prisons, confiscation of property, purges and other forms of coercion from
beatings and castor oil to humiliation, including the methods reserved especially for women, and the symbolic
violence practised in schools, churches and on the streets.
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